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INTRODUCTION

The Sustainability Conclave on Productivity and Green Growth was a significant initiative
aimed at addressing the global challenges of sustainable development in the context of
increasing productivity while ensuring environmental protection. The conclave served as a
platform for bringing together experts, researchers, policymakers, and practitioners from diverse
fields to explore innovative solutions that promote green growth and sustainable productivity

across sectors.

With climate change, resource depletion, and environmental degradation posing serious threats
to economic and social well-being, this conclave emphasized the importance of balancing
economic growth with ecological sustainability. Through insightful discussions, case studies and
collaborative dialogues, participants aimed to share best practices, technological innovations,
and policy frameworks that can foster sustainable agricultural practices, energy-efficient

systems, and resource management strategies.

The event underscored the need for integrating green growth into business models and
development agendas, ensuring that future economic progress was not at the expense of the

environment but rather in harmony with it.

The School of Agriculture, Galgotias University and Indian Potash Limited organized a
prestigious Sustainability Conclave focused on Productivity and Green Growth. This event
brought together students, scholars, industry experts, academicians, and farmers to deliberate on
key issues surrounding sustainable agricultural practices, green technologies, and productivity-

enhancing solutions.

The conclave highlighted the urgent need for adopting sustainable approaches in agriculture that
balance productivity with environmental conservation. It explored innovative strategies for
ensuring food security while minimizing the ecological footprint, fostering a dialogue on the
integration of technology, policy and resource management to promote green growth.




THE ORGANIZERS

The main organizers of the Sustainability Conclave were IPL Foundation and School of
Agriculture, Galgotias University

Brief profile of stakeholders is given below:

India Potash Limited:

Indian Potash Limited (IPL) is a major player in multiple value chains in the agricultural sector.
The evolution of IPL started sometime before the seeds of the ‘Green Revolution’ got down in
thebed of Indian Agriculture. Indian Potash Limited was incorporated under Indian Companies
Act with the objective of import-handling, promotion, and marketing of Potash in the entire
country.

IPL constantly works towards agrarian growth and farmers’prosperity. The dedicated field
work of IPL has led to the acceptanceof potash across India, which was unknown to Indian
farmers earlier.IPL has a vast network, and its services are coordinated by 15 Regional Offices
in various State capitals. This has bestowed an enviable status on IPL to take any agri-input or
service literally at thedoorstep of farmers in the six lakh villages across the country,

thereby enabling their growth and development.

School of Agriculture, Galgotias University:

The School of Agriculture at Galgotias University stands as a leading institution dedicated to
advancing agricultural education and research. Established in alignment with the university's
vision to provide cutting-edge knowledge and practical skills in various disciplines, the School
of Agriculture aims to address the evolving needs of the agricultural sector through innovative
programs and research. We offer a range of undergraduate, postgraduate, and doctoral
programs designed to equip students with comprehensive knowledge and practical skills. The
curriculum is meticulously crafted to cover essential aspects of agriculture, including crop
science, soil science, agronomy, plant protection, agricultural engineering, and farm
management. By integrating theoretical knowledge with hands-on training, the school ensures

that students are well-prepared to tackle real-world challenges in agriculture.




ABOUT THE EVENT

Galgotias University, in collaboration with Indian Potash Limited, successfully hosted the
Sustainability Conclave on ‘Productivity and green Growth', a landmark event aimed at
addressing critical issues related to sustainable development. This impactful conclave brought
together a diverse group of experts, thought leaders, and progressive farmers to engage in
discussions on essential topics such as sustainable agriculture, green mobility, decarbonization,
and solid waste management. The event served as a platform for sharing innovative ideas and

practical solutions that align with global sustainability goals.

One of the key highlights of the conclave was a special session that facilitated an insightful
dialogue between farmers, academia, and industry leaders. This session provided a valuable
opportunity for stakeholders to exchange knowledge and explore strategies for driving green
growth and enhancing agricultural productivity. The discussions emphasized collaborative
approaches and practical measures to address environmental challenges while promoting

efficient agricultural practices.

In addition to the expert sessions, the conclave featured a student poster presentation,
showcasing research and innovative projects by students in the field of sustainability. The
poster session was a notable aspect of the event, encouraging student participation and
recognizing their contributions to the sustainability discourse. Winners of the poster
presentation were honored during the plenary session, highlighting the importance of fostering

new ideas and engaging the next generation in sustainability efforts.

S
3
-
=

= = Vi A




On September 13, 2024, the Sustainability Conclave on Productivity and Green Growth was
held at Galgotias University in collaboration with the IPL Foundation and the School of
Agriculture. This prestigious event brought together leading experts in agriculture,
environmental conservation, and policy-making, aiming to highlight sustainable agricultural
practices and productivity enhancement while addressing environmental concerns.

Inaugural Session

The conclave commenced with the lighting of the lamp by esteemed dignitaries:

Dr. Rajeev Ranjan, IAS (Retd.), Founding Director of ICRO

Padma Shri Dr. V. P. Singh, Guest of Honour

Dr. C.P. Reddy, IAS, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, Govt. of India

Dr. U.S. Teotia, representing IPL

Registrar of Galgotias University

In his welcome address, Dr. Sahadeva Singh, Dean of the School of Agriculture, warmly

welcomed the guests and audience.

This was followed by a formal introduction to the program by Dr. H.S. Gaur, highlighting the
beneficiaries and purpose of the event.




The first keynote address was delivered by Dr. U.S. Teotia, Chief Manager of Agri-sciences
at IPL, who provided insights into IPL's mission, the necessity of sustainable productivity, and
the four Ds critical to achieving sustainable growth. His address set the tone for the subsequent

discussions on improving farmer welfare and promoting sustainability.
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Padma Shri Dr. V.P. Singh, the Guest of Honour, emphasized the significance of the five
elements of life and their role in soil and water conservation. He stressed the urgent need to
enhance soil fertility and preserve natural resources to ensure the long-term sustainability of

agricultural productivity.




Dr. Rajeev Ranjan, Founding Director of ICRO, provided a comprehensive overview of
agricultural sciences, the Indian economy, and the environmental challenges faced by the
country. He highlighted the Government of India’s initiatives on climate change adaptation,

stressing the importance of management strategies to address environmental depletion.

The Chief Guest, Dr. C.P. Reddy, IAS, Additional Secretary at the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, emphasized the importance of achieving national self-
sufficiency through the improvement of yield quality over quantity. He discussed the
importance of soil biology, land resource management, integrated nutrient management, and
integrated pest management in sustaining agricultural productivity. Dr. Reddy also introduced
the three Cs—commitment, contribution, and collaboration—as vital factors in overcoming

agricultural and environmental challenges.




The dignitaries were formally felicitated by Dr. Sahadeva Singh and professors of Galgotias
University. The session concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Kusumakar

Sharma, distinguished professor at the School of Agriculture.

Technical Session 1

The technical sessions began with a dialogue between farmers and government officials, where
farmers provided their perspectives on agricultural policies and suggested improvements.

The first technical session of the Sustainability Conclave was led by Dr. P.K. Sahoo, Head
and Principal Scientist at ICAR IARI. Dr. Sahoo delivered a compelling presentation on the
transformative impact of the Industrial Revolution on India's agricultural sector. He highlighted
how this pivotal era shifted India's agricultural landscape from a state of scarcity to one of
surplus. Dr. Sahoo explained that the advent of industrial technologies and modern farming
practices significantly increased agricultural productivity and efficiency, laying the foundation
for India's current agricultural advancements. His insights underscored the critical role of
technological and industrial progress in addressing food security challenges and enhancing the
overall agricultural economy.




i s
Dr. Mukesh Sehgal, Principal Scientist at ICAR-NCIPM, delivered an in-depth presentation
on Integrated Pest Management (IPM). Dr. Sehgal thoroughly explored the potential of IPM as
a holistic approach to pest control that integrates biological, cultural, and chemical methods to
manage pest populations in an environmentally sustainable manner. He also addressed the
limitations of IPM, including challenges related to implementation and the need for continuous
research and adaptation. Emphasizing the broader economic contributions of agriculture, Dr.
Sehgal highlighted how effective pest management is crucial for enhancing crop yields and
sustaining agricultural productivity, thereby bolstering the national economy. His discussion
provided valuable insights into the practical applications and economic significance of IPM in

modern agriculture.




Next, Dr. Raghvendra Singh, Head of CSRM at ICAR-IIFSR, offered valuable insights into
conservation agriculture during the technical session. He emphasized the critical role of
conservation agriculture in environmental preservation, focusing on practices that improve soil
health, enhance water retention, and reduce soil erosion. Dr. Singh highlighted how these
practices contribute to sustainable farming and mitigate environmental degradation.

Following Dr. Singh, Dr. P.K. Singh, Director of Extension at SVPUAT, Meerut, addressed
climate-resilient agricultural practices. He outlined strategies for adapting farming techniques
to changing climate conditions, including the use of drought-resistant crops and innovative
water management practices. Dr. Singh's discussion underscored the importance of resilience
in agriculture to maintain productivity and sustainability in the face of climate change.
Together, their presentations provided a comprehensive view of how modern agricultural

practices can support both environmental health and agricultural sustainability.
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Technical Session 2

The second technical session of the conclave commenced with an engaging presentation by
Shri Ashok Wadhawan, an Innovator and Entrepreneur. He emphasized the significance of
value-added green fodder, livestock feed, and effective animal rearing practices, illustrating
how these elements contribute to enhanced agricultural productivity and animal health. His
discussion highlighted the potential of these innovations to improve the efficiency of livestock

management and support sustainable farming practices.

Following Shri Wadhawan, Dr. Ram Vilas Pashwan, National President of AIASA,
addressed emerging issues in sustainable agriculture. He provided insights into the latest
developments and green practices that are shaping the future of agriculture, underscoring the
importance of adopting sustainable approaches to address environmental challenges and ensure
long-term agricultural viability. Both presentations offered valuable perspectives on advancing

agricultural sustainability through innovative and responsible practices.




During the session, farmers engaged in an insightful discussion about their experiences with
both traditional and innovative farming techniques. They shared firsthand accounts of how
these methods have influenced their agricultural practices and productivity. The conversation
also highlighted the significant impact of governmental policies on agricultural production.
Farmers explained how policy changes and support initiatives have shaped their practices,
either facilitated improvements or presented new challenges. This exchange provided a
practical perspective on the real-world implications of policy decisions and their role in

advancing sustainable agriculture.




The session also included a segment recognizing the accomplishments of student participants.
The winners of the Poster Presentation and Debate competition, held on Teacher’s Day, were
honored for their contributions. The poster presentations were particularly notable for their
focus on critical sustainability measures required by the farming community. These student
projects showcased innovative ideas and solutions aimed at promoting environmental
sustainability and enhancing agricultural practices, reflecting the commitment of the younger
generation to addressing global agricultural challenges.







The session concluded with a series of impactful addresses that enriched the discussion on
agricultural and environmental issues. Dr. Naveen Sharma delivered an enlightening address
that provided a broad perspective on various agricultural practices and their implications.
Following Dr. Sharma, Dr. Ninad Mahajan, PG Scholar and General Secretary of AIASA,
presented valuable insights into phytopathology and effective plant disease management
strategies. His talk emphasized the importance of advanced techniques in managing plant
diseases to ensure crop health and productivity. The session wrapped up with Dr. Ashish
Khandelwal, Scientist at the Division of Environmental Science, IARI New Delhi, who
addressed critical environmental concerns. Dr. Khandelwal proposed sustainable agricultural
practices aimed at enhancing environmental safety, underscoring the need for integrated

approaches to safeguard both agricultural productivity and ecological balance.

Plenary Session

During the Plenary Session, the Dean and professors from the School of Agriculture expressed
their sincere gratitude to Dr. K. Mallikharjuna Babu, Vice Chancellor of Galgotias
University, for his steadfast support and invaluable contributions to the event’s success. Their
acknowledgment underscored the collaborative effort that brought the Sustainability Conclave
to fruition, highlighting the collective commitment of the university's leadership and academic
community in organizing the event. The recognition served as a testament to the vital role of

institutional support in facilitating impactful discussions and initiatives.




The conclave concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Uzma Manzoor, Associate
Dean of the School of Agriculture. In her closing remarks, Dr. Manzoor highlighted the
dedication and hard work of all participants and organizers, expressing appreciation for their
contributions. Her thoughtful summary wrapped up the event on a positive note, celebrating

the successful exchange of ideas and the collaborative spirit that defined the conclave.







CONCLUSION

The Sustainability Conclave on Productivity and Green Growth, organized on September 13,
2024, by the IPL Foundation and the School of Agriculture at Galgotias University, was a
comprehensive event that brought together experts, scholars, and farmers to discuss key issues
surrounding sustainable agriculture. From the inaugural session to the technical discussions,
the event highlighted the urgent need for innovation in agricultural practices, focusing on topics
such as soil fertility, integrated pest management, conservation agriculture, and climate-
resilient farming. Distinguished speakers and dignitaries provided insightful perspectives on
sustainable productivity, environmental preservation, and the importance of national self-
sufficiency in agriculture.

The conclave fostered meaningful dialogue between farmers and officials, while also
recognizing the contributions of students and researchers. Presentations from innovators and
scientists addressed both traditional and emerging agricultural practices, emphasizing
sustainability and environmental safety. The event concluded with a heartfelt expression of
gratitude to university leadership, underscoring the collaborative effort that made the conclave
a success. The Sustainability Conclave served as a platform to exchange knowledge, promote
sustainable agriculture, and inspire future agricultural practices to balance productivity and

environmental stewardship.
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2. https://tennews.in/school-of-agriculture-galgotias-university-hosts-
landmark-sustainability-conclave/

3. https://thecurrentscenario.in/post/MjU1MA==?p name=Galgotias+Univ
ersity%oE2%680%699s+School+of+Agriculture+in+collaboration+with+IP
L +organized+an+important+Sustainability+Conclave+on+the+theme+%
E2%080%9CProductivity+and+Green+Growth%E2%80%9D.&subcatid
=National%20News

4. https://24expressnews.in/school-of-agriculture-of-galgotias-university-in-
collaboration-with-ipl-organized-an-important-sustainability-conference-
on-productivity-and-green-growth/
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