Report on the Orientation for ICRO AMRIT Internship Programme
1. Introduction
The Orientation Programme for AMRIT Interns was jointly organized by SRM College of Agricultural Sciences, SRM Institute of Science and Technology (SRM IST), and the ICRO - IPL Foundation, New Delhi, on 29th September 2025. The programme marked an important milestone in initiating the AMRIT Internship Programme, which aims to bridge agricultural education with rural development. The internship offers M.Sc. (Agri./Horti.) students an opportunity to apply their academic knowledge to real-world rural challenges, fostering experiential learning and community engagement. The initiative aligns with the objectives of the Indian Potash Limited (IPL) and IPL Foundation to promote agricultural productivity through participatory learning and local innovation. The Orientation Programme served as a platform to familiarize interns with the programme’s objectives, operational guidelines, and field-level expectations, thereby laying the foundation for successful implementation in Chengalpattu district.
2. Programme Highlights
The Orientation Programme commenced at 9:00 AM with a prayer, creating a solemn and inspiring atmosphere. The inaugural session began with the traditional lighting of the lamp by the dignitaries, symbolizing the dispelling of ignorance and the spread of knowledge. Dr. M. Jawaharlal, Dean, SRM College of Agricultural Sciences along with faculty members and invited guests, grace the occasion. 
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Dr. A. Anbarassan, Assistant Professor and Head (Agricultural Economics), Programme Coordinator, SRM College of Agricultural Sciences, delivered the Welcome Address, emphasizing the relevance of the AMRIT Internship Programme in building the bridge between agricultural theory and practical rural application.
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Following this, Dr. M. Jawaharlal, Dean, SRM College of Agricultural Sciences, delivered the Inaugural Address, highlighting the institution’s commitment to community-oriented agricultural education and productivity enhancement. He encouraged interns to approach their fieldwork with sincerity and a spirit of innovation.
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An online keynote address was delivered by Dr. Rajeev Ranjan, IAS (Retd), Senior Advisor, IPL Foundation, New Delhi. He elaborated on the vision and national significance of the AMRIT Internship Programme, underscoring the importance of participatory rural engagement and the role of interns in implementing grassroots agricultural interventions.
3. Technical Sessions
A series of insightful technical sessions followed the inaugural programme. The first technical session was led by Mrs. S. Sivarani, Assistant Director of Agriculture, Acharapakkam Block (Chengalpattu District), who discussed various initiatives and schemes implemented by the State Department of Agriculture. Her presentation highlighted ongoing efforts in promoting sustainable agricultural practices, input efficiency, and farmer welfare schemes.
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The next session was conducted by Dr. R. Thulasiram, Assistant Professor (Agricultural Economics), who discussed effective strategies for establishing startups in agriculture. He emphasized innovation, value addition, and market linkage as key drivers for agripreneurial success.
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The final technical session of the morning was handled by Dr. N. Periasami, Assistant Professor and Head (Social Sciences), who delivered a lecture on ‘Good Agricultural Practices’. He elaborated on safe input use, crop rotation, integrated pest management, and the importance of traceability and certification in ensuring sustainable food systems.
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4. Interactive and Guidance Sessions
Post-lunch, the interns engaged in a hands-on training session moderated by 
Dr. A. Muhammed Iqshanullah and Dr. M. R. Naveen Kumar from the Department of Agricultural Extension. The session involved practical exposure on filling the structured questionnaire and conducting interactions with farmers. This interactive segment enabled the interns to gain clarity on data collection procedures, survey ethics, and effective communication strategies.
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The discussions further extended to understanding the field-level realities of agricultural production and rural livelihoods. The facilitators emphasized the importance of accurate data collection and the interns’ role as ambassadors of change in bridging scientific knowledge with farmers’ experiences.
5. Participation and Outcomes
A total of 50 M.Sc. (Agriculture/Horticulture) students participated in the Orientation Programme with great enthusiasm. Their active involvement throughout the sessions reflected their commitment to the objectives of the internship. The technical inputs, expert guidance, and interactive exercises equipped the interns with the necessary skills to undertake field surveys and data documentation effectively. By the end of the programme, interns expressed confidence in their ability to engage with farmers, identify key challenges, and contribute meaningfully to the goals of the AMRIT Internship Programme. The Orientation Programme concluded successfully, paving the way for smooth and effective implementation of field activities in the Chengalpattu district.
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6. Conclusion
The Orientation Programme for AMRIT Interns held on 29th September 2025 marked a significant step towards integrating academic learning with practical exposure in agricultural development. The joint efforts of SRM College of Agricultural Sciences and the ICRO – IPL Foundation ensured that the interns received a comprehensive understanding of their roles, responsibilities, and the broader goals of the AMRIT initiative. The programme concluded with an interaction session and the Vote of Thanks delivered by Dr. R. Rajasekaran, Assistant Professor and Head (Agricultural Extension and Communication), followed by the National Anthem. The event not only fostered academic-industry collaboration but also inspired students to contribute towards sustainable rural transformation through agriculture.
